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To commemorate the centennial anniversary 
of  the lift bridge, join us at a series of  events 
throughout the Village of  Fairport: 

 > Perinton Historical Society’s Traveling Museum
•  July – Fairport Historical Museum,  

Perrin Street 
• August – Fairport Library, Village Landing
Exhibit tracing the need for a new lift bridge, 
through its completion, including vintage 
Fairport newspaper articles and photographs. 
Lift Bridge Centennial commemorative t-shirts 
available for purchase at the Historical Museum. 

 > Lift Bridge Centennial Celebration & Re-Dedication 
• August 15 at 6:30 pm 
“From Model T to Tesla” – join the  
celebration as we re-enact the first motorized 
vehicle traveling across the bridge, and re-
dedicate the bridge and all its splendor.

 > Historical Society’s House Tour
• Sunday, October 5
Highlighting Roselawn Avenue near the  
canal in the Village of  Fairport. 

 > History of the Fairpor t Lift Bridge
• September 16 at 7:00 pm 
Presentation featuring the lift bridge at the 
Fairport Historical Museum, 18 Perrin Street. 

•  March 2014 – Canal Society’s Winter 
Symposium 

•  Spring 2014 – Fairport Public Library, 
ongoing.

Today the canal is mostly used 
by recreational boaters, although 

commercial shipping is experiencing 
a resurgence. It is quite the spectacle 

when the lift bridge operator rings the 
bell and slowly raises the bridge for 

taller boats to pass through.

Celebrating the Centennial



The Village of  Fairport is celebrating the 
centennial anniversary of  its historic lift 
bridge this year. Located at 128 Main  
Street in Fairport, the bridge spans the  
Erie Canal and is an iconic centerpiece of  
the Village’s landscape. 

The Fairport Lift Bridge was part of  Erie 
Barge Canal Contract #63, a project awarded 
to H.S. Kerbaugh, Inc. of  Philadelphia 
in 1910. The project was about 11 miles 
long, extending from the Wayne-Monroe 
Country Line west to King’s Bend in 
Pittsford. There were 17 bridges included in 
the contract, however the bridge in Fairport 
was the only lift bridge. 

The lift bridge was completed in 1914 
with steel provided by the Lackawanna 
Bridge Company of  Buffalo. It cost $75,000 
to build, and replaced a fixed bridge that 
was built in 1886 for $2,350. Although the 
existing bridge was only 28 years old, it 
had the same fundamental problem as every 
other bridge on the canal. It was too short! 
Its length became obsolete when the canal 
was widened between the years 1905 -1918. 

The proposed new bridge design  
was approved, and construction began, 
despite concern of  residents that traffic 
congestion, already an issue with railroad 
and trolley crossings on Main Street,  
would be unbearable.

The lift bridge opened to vehicles on 
Saturday, August 15, 1914 at 6:30 pm.

Fairpor t’s Lift Bridge 
    100 Years Old in 2014

Unique Construction 
Fairport’s iconic lift bridge on Main Street 
is one of  a kind – literally – there is no 
other bridge like it in the world. The need to 
eliminate an existing steep approach from the 
north influenced engineers to custom-design a 
bridge solely for Fairport. The bridge crosses 
the canal at a 32-degree angle. There is a 4% 
grade on the lift bridge because the roadway 
on the south end is higher than that of  the 
north end. In order to fit the space, every 
angle of  the bridge is unique and there are 
no square corners on the bridge. It allegedly 
appeared several times in ‘Ripley’s Believe it 
or Not’ due to its unusual construction. 

 > The steel lift bridge weighs 346 
tons and is the heaviest of  the 
16 lift bridges between Fairport 
and Lockport. 

 > It takes about 90 seconds for the 
Fairport Lift Bridge to raise or 
lower its 10’ 7” travel distance.

 > Before raising the lift bridge, the 
operator considers vehicle, boat 
and pedestrian traffic, oncoming 
emergency vehicles and the 
nearby railroad crossing.

 > If  the bridge’s steel beams were 
placed end to end, they would 
stretch along the canal to the 
Parker Street Bridge and back 
again, a distance of  about 1/3 of  
a mile. 

 > There is a plaque on the 
northeast corner of  the bridge 
with the words “Lackawanna 
Bridge Company, Buffalo, NY 
1914.”

 > The lift bridge’s original floor 
was made from yellow pine. It 
has since been replaced with 
metal grating. 

“The bridge is working. Long live the bridge.” 
~ The Fairport Herald, 1914

Did You Know? 

The lift bridge received a  
thorough upgrade in 2013.


